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Basin shows levels from tissue samples of many birds
exceed those known to kill mallard embryos in laboratory
tests. To date, there has been no study to assess what effect
the elevated levels are having on aquatic- or wild-life.

Issues involving selenium are rapidly climbing in
prominence, suggests one leading state regulator.

"It is certainly one of the more significant pollutants of
concern," said Mark Pifher, of the water quality division of
the State Health Department. "Given it's state-wide
occurrence, it's rising to the top."

Not everyone agreed with the listing. The city of Pueblo
unsuccessfully argued that a segment of the Arkansas the
city discharges into should be placed on the list for further
monitoring, not impairment. In the end, a majority of
commissioners voted that anything above the standard, at
least in the case of selenium, must be deemed impaired.

"The list is simply of water bodies that have an impairment
because they exceed water quality standards," Pifher said.

Pueblo and Colorado Springs were able to work out a
compromise with the Water Quality Division that will keep
regulators from setting total maximum daily loads (TMDLs)
for selenium on portions of the Arkansas River and Fountain
Creek. The concession will lead to more study of the problem
and possible site specific standards in the future, Pifher said.

"We are pleased that the commission agreed that our plan. .
. was sufficient," said assistant city attorney Tom Florczak,
who argued dischargers shouldn't be punished for a
naturally occurring and irrigation-related problem.

TMDLs could be set for other impaired portions of the basin,
though Pifher said there would be a 13 year time frame to
do so. He said the standards could change again before then
or site-specific standards could be developed from findings
of an ongoing statewide selenium study.

Steve Glazer, an environmental advocate representing High
Country Citizens Alliance, argued that an impairment listing
for Cold Creek will free federal money to improve conditions.

"If you are a listed segment, it prioritizes EPA pass through
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funding availability," Glazer said. "More money is made
available to restore those segments listed as impaired than if
it weren't listed."

It was a position that several commissioners reiterated
throughout the hearings.

EPA administered grants are helping some Wyoming farmers
on the North Platte River switch from furrow irrigation to
more efficient systems that are seen as a way of combatting
selenium levels. Previous interviews with researchers in the
Arkansas basin have suggested that better irrigation
efficiency here could dramatically improve selenium
concentrations, as well.

According to several witnesses who argued against an
impairment listing in other basins, the listings will add
another level of scrutiny for water projects. A vocal
opponent of many of the proposed listings, Commissioner
Brice Lee Jr. also complained that it will be very difficult
getting federal permits for projects that would involve
impaired stream segments.

Commissioner Dr. Chris Wiant, who supported most of the
listings, said the listings will focus the spotlight and
resources on selenium impaired streams across the state. "If
it doesn't go on the list," he argued for a case involving the
Arkansas River, "it never gets resolved."

Arguing for the proposed selenium listings, Commissioner
Brian Nazarenus said, "Some of us feel the selenium issue
needs to be pushed."

The commission didn't bite at an argument by Trout
Unlimited that a stretch of the Dolores River should be
placed on the list. Fish populations there have dropped in
recent years by 70 percent, indicating the river is impaired
by something.

Melinda Kassen of Trout Unlimited said not making the list
means "There is no clean water act funding under 319
(grants) available for this. And it means that there is no
acknowledgement that there is a problem."

IMPAIRED RIVER SEGMENTS

http://www.chieftain.com/metro/1078988400/1 3/18/04



The Pueblo Chieftain Online - Pueblo, Colorado U.S.A

Arkansas River Basin impairments and priority
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